
GETTING TO KNOW - CORINNA TRAILL 
by Kris McDonald 

 

I was unofficially introduced to Corinna Traill by her father, John Traill as he was 

campaigning for Corinna in Wilmot Creek in October 2010. I was impressed with what he 

had to say about Corinna and eventually voted for her. I then met Corinna when she spoke 

at BPW Bowmanville meeting after her election and again when she attended the 

Remembrance Day Programme at Wilmot Creek as our Councillor in November 2010. On 

that meeting she asked me further questions about BPW and indicated her interest in 

joining us when her life got a little more settled. She is now the newest member of BPW 

Bowmanville. So who is Corinna Traill? 

 

Corinna was born in Bowmanville, the third daughter of John and Terry Traill. She has two 

older sisters, Ariana, who is a Classics professor at the University of Illinois and Larisa, an 

ER physician in Detroit. Corinna’s father is an archaeological professor who specializes in 

Greek epigraphy (inscriptions) at the University of Toronto. Corinna’s mother is also a 

scholar in Medieval Latin and French history. Since her parents’ careers are in the 

academic field, the family traveled to Europe and Greece as her father spent every seventh 

year doing academic research in Greece. Corinna attended Bowmanville schools, the 

University of Toronto specializing in English literature, Latin and Ancient Greek and then 

attended law school at Osgoode Hall. 

 

Corinna told me that she always wanted to be a lawyer and to be involved in righting 

wrongs, advocating for people and resolving conflicts. The broadened horizons and 

connections with other cultures in her childhood offered personal experiences that enriched 

Corinna’s naturally activist personality. Corinna’s mother joked with guests at her 

campaign launch that “if Corinna had been their first child she would have been their last 

child”.  During her legal studies Corinna enthusiastically poured over labour and 

employment law, but studied other law courses only as a means to obtain her law degree.   

 

How does a law student commuting 50 minutes a day to school end up as a candidate for a 

local council? Because a long-time childhood friend of hers, a communications strategist, 

suggested running as there was no incumbent candidate and only one other “serious” 

candidate in her ward had registered. Corinna also freely admits that she had firm views 

about several timely issues in the councillor race and that she was one of the most surprised 

winners of the day because of her youth and inexperience. She says the time commitment 

of her position on Clarington Council was very large in the beginning, as the learning curve 

was steep. She says that she spends several hours a day and more over the weekends to 

keep abreast of her responsibilities on Clarington Council. Corinna feels that local 

politicians can expand the scope of their service to whatever extent the member wishes, and 

that personal involvement with her constituency brings her great joy. 

 

In the three years that Corinna has been on Clarington Council she has completed law 

school, passed the Ontario Bar, articled in labour and employment law and established her 

own general practice of law in Oshawa. She was originally impressed with BPW when she 

was invited to speak in 2010 and did some research on the organization and watched for our 

local activities. She sees us as a group of intelligent, thoughtful women who are striving to 

better their world for women. Corinna looks forward to our meetings as opportunities to 

commune with committed women in a warm and mentally challenging environment. 
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